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Mission 
Statement

We, Sisters of St. Francis of 
the Providence of God, commit 
ourselves to the evangelical life
of continuous conversion in the 

tradition of the Third Order 
Regular of St. Francis.

Called together by a good and 
provident God, we cultivate 
an intimacy with God that 
is nourished by Scripture 

and Eucharist and a reverence 
for all creation.

Faithful to our Charism, we go 
to those whom Providence sends 
us, and conscious of our mission 
in the Church, we witness to the 
Kingdom by our lives of service.

We will be instruments of justice 
and peace among those in need 

of evangelization, healing, 
and reconciliation, especially 

the poor and oppressed.

In simplicity and joy we want to 
be signs of hope, for we believe 
that Jesus Christ is with us in 

the power of His Resurrection.

Every day as we turn on the daily news or listen to up-
dates about the state of our world we hear more and 
more about the violence, famine, genocide and growing 

tensions between peoples and nations. We are faced with es-
calating poverty, a climate crisis and questions about sustain-
ability. The focus always seems to be on what is going wrong. 
It is easy to see what is neither right nor good. What about 
recognizing, acknowledging and proclaiming what is good?  
We have the power to choose how we see and live.

Seven of our Sisters were privileged to participate in the 
Franciscan Federation Conference this summer in Buffalo, 
NY. Besides connecting with many other Franciscans from the USA and beyond, the 
speakers challenged us to look at our Franciscan life in this moment of  history, and to 
be aware of the needs of our world.  One of the presentations has left me pondering the 
Latin word – Benedicere.  The invitation is to see the good, do the good and proclaim 
the good. We are to be bearers of the Good News. This issue of the Whitehall Francis-
can might be entitled – Benedicere! 

The Sisters of Saint Francis of the Providence of God are celebrating 35 years of the 
life of our Franciscan Child Day Care Center! It began as a dream to respond to a need 
in the South Hills area of Pittsburgh, PA.  The dream was shared by the members of the 
congregation and thanks to many collaborators and associates over the years, as well as 
parents who wanted for their young children a safe environment where the child could 
experience the good, the Center has flourished.  Children learn what they see, hear and 
experience. Our Center offers a positive learning and growing experience. We recall the 
words of Jesus, when the disciples were trying to turn the children away:

 

"Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not re-
ceive the kingdom of God like a little child, will not enter it." (Luke 18: 16, 17) 

There is something to be learned each day from the innocence, simplicity and good-
ness of a child. How they learn today is shaping the future of our tomorrow. 

 "I am the vine and you are the branches, remain in me and I will remain 
in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain connected to the 
vine." (John 15:15) 

This issue also brings the good news of what is happening in our congregation with 
initial formation, with our Associates and with other companions on the journey.  As we 
celebrate and proclaim the good, we are also challenged to be attentive to the good we 
are able to do.  Learning more about immigration, human trafficking and peace efforts, 
invites us to take action. So today, through the information in this issue of the Whitehall 
Franciscan, we invite our readers to give some thought to how you see and choose to 
live in our world.  The invitation is for all of us: 

"So then, while we have the opportunity, let us do good." (Galatians 6:10)

2  Whitehall Franciscan



Franciscans in Bloom
 Our Growing Community in Brazil

Franciscan Gathering Nourishes Charism and Mission

Seeking a deeper understanding of our Charism and mis-
sion,  seven of our Sisters attended the 51st  annual Fran-
ciscan Federation Conference in Buffalo, NY from June 

16-19. Joined by over 200 Franciscans from other congrega-
tions across the country, our Sisters experienced three days of 
study, reflection and discussion on St. Bonaventure’s master-
ful guide for Franciscan spirituality, The Soul’s Journey into 
God. 

The Franciscan Federation’s mission is to assist congrega-
tions to deepen our understanding of the Franciscan charism 
by providing educational and collaborative opportunities so 
that we can share this gift with others.  Sister Althea Anne 
Spencer presently serves on the Franciscan Federation Board, 
as well as the conference planning committee.

For more information about the Franciscan Federation, 
please visit www.franfed.org.

During our Assembly of Cor-
porate Reflection (ACR) in 
Brazil from July 24-27, we 

were blessed to witness what God has 
been doing through our Sisters ac-
tively engaged in vocation outreach 
and formation ministry. 

Francisca Djardânia dos San-
tos  was officially accepted into the 
Novitiate. She now enters an intense 
period of study, contemplative prayer 
and service.

In addition to being blessed with 
a new Novice, Crispina Francisca 

Sisters Elise Mora, Barbara Zilch, Eliana da 
Silva, Joanne Brazinski, Althea Anne Spencer;  
(kneeling) Hilária de Oliveira and Janet Gard-
ner at the Franciscan Federation Conference. 

Novice Sister Djardânia and our General 
Minister Sister Joanne Brazinski. 

Postulants Crispina and Deise make the 
commitment to continue in our formation 
program. 

The group of faithful persons in the process of becoming our 
first Lay Fraternity in Brazil.

dos Santos and Deise Santana Santos have made a commitment to 
continue in our Community's formation program as postulants.We 
were also blessed by the news that a group of laypersons interested 
in joining our mission have begun to take steps to create a lay fra-
ternity in Brazil, similar to our Associates in the USA (read more 
about our Associate Program on page 6)

Please continue to pray for Sister Djardânia, Crispina, Deise 
and all persons discerning religious life, as well as lay persons who 
wish to join our mission. 

Look, God is doing, in us, something new...
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Like the children entrusted to our care, the Francis-
can Child Day Care Center has gone through many 
growth spurts in the last 35 years. Yet, the heart of 

our mission is unchanged as we continue to welcome chil-
dren and their parents into our Franciscan family. 

The seeds for the Franciscan Child Day Care Center 
were planted in the late 1970’s when our Community be-
gan to recognize an increasing need for quality child care 
in Pittsburgh.  This was especially apparent to our Sisters 
serving families with young children in parishes and el-
ementary schools. 

In 1982, the Franciscan Child Day Care Center opened 
on the ground floor of St. Clare Hall – the former dormi-
tory for St. Francis Academy. Under the guidance of Sister 
Marietta Zvirblis, the Center grew from caring for 13 tod-
dlers into a full-fledged day care facility caring for over 60 
infants, toddlers and preschoolers.  By the early 1990’s, 
with waiting lists and the hope to add a Before and After 
School program, it was clear that more space was needed. 

“The love the Sisters give is wonderful, and you just can’t find that kind of added bonus elsewhere,” said parent 
Joyce Bollmer in an interview with the Tribune-Review in 1994, when the Center moved to the renovated St. Francis 
Academy building with more space to grow.  A Noah’s Ark theme was chosen to reflect the Franciscan concern for all 
creation, as well as the property’s Peace Site designation.   Each classroom was named after an animal, and walls were 
christened with the children’s handprints.  

“When St. Francis Academy closed (in 1991), that was a very emotional experience,” Sister Marietta told the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette - South in 1994.  “Now there is new life. It’s so nice to hear the children’s voices here.”

Over the next two decades, the Center continued to grow and thrive in the peaceful and nurturing embrace of our 
Sisters, Board, caregivers and directors, including Sister Marietta, Carol Unrue, Sister Linda Kaman, RSM and our current 
director Sandra Merlo, who has guided the Center for the past 12 years.  Growth during this time included an outdoor play-
ground assembled by a volunteer group of parents in 1995 and the installation of an elevator in the building in 1999 
thanks to the generosity of friends and benefactors. Additionally, the Center added Before and After School and Summer 

Programs for school-age children and the playground was 
upgraded in 2009 with a new surface and play equipment. 

In 2015, when the property was bought by PennCove 
Group, a special agreement was made for the Franciscan 
Child Day Care to remain on the property– a blessing that 
allows us to continue our mission of service to children 
and families in the area.  Invested in maintaining the best 
environment for our children, the Center continues to 
work with PennCove to ensure the space complements the 
quality of service we provide.   

Today, the Franciscan Child Day Care Center serves 
over 90 families with approximately 130 children entrust-
ed to our care.  A certified Keystone STARS facility, the 
Center offers infant, toddler and pre-school programs, as 
well as a Before and After School Program for children 
in kindergarten through 5th grade. A Summer Program is 
also offered for children in pre-kindergarten through 2nd 

Franciscan Child Day Care Center Celebrates 
Milestone & Looks Toward the Future

35 Years and Growing!
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grade.
“Quinn is always happy to go to school!” said 

parents Sarah Fest and Andrea Kamouyerou. “We 
feel like our daughter is prepped and ready for 
(elementary) school – even though she is only 3!”

The Center offers parents an extended family 
of support, and many children continue with us 
through early childhood. 

“I love how Joey has learned so much his first 
year, and how social he has become,” said parent 
Carol Laugelli. “Can’t wait for his experience in 
the toddler room in the fall!”

The Center’s experienced caregivers embrace 
the philosophy that “each child is a unique and 
unrepeatable gift of God.”  Each classroom of-
fers curriculum that provides a variety of age-ap-
propriate learning experiences that promote each 
child’s physical, intellectual, social and emotion-
al development. 

“We appreciate every teacher Jordyn has 
had,” said John Wagner, whose daughter has at-
tended the Center for 4 years. “You can tell the 
staff genuinely cares about the children.”

As a ministry of the Sisters, the Center em-
braces Franciscan values, including love of 
neighbor, peace and justice, and care for all cre-
ation.  Our Sisters are also actively involved in 
the Center, serving as Board members, caregivers 
and volunteers.  Presently, the Franciscan Child 
Day Care Center Board includes Sisters Janet 
Gardner (president), Mary Ann Lostoski (vice-
president) and Althea Anne Spencer (treasurer).  
Sister Hilária de Oliveira serves as a caregiver, 
former Board President Sister Barbara Zilch con-
tinues to serve as an administrative volunteer, and 
Sister Edward Urban’s volunteer efforts include 
reading to children.  

“We have a special partnership with parents,” 
said Center Director Sandra Merlo. “We work to-
gether to provide the best care for each individual 
child.”

Sister Marietta's Legacy of Love

Children were 
at the heart 

of Sister Marietta 
Zvirblis' ministry, 
and this nurtured 
a dream that our 
Community would 
one day provide a 
day care center in 
Pittsburgh’s South 
Hills where work-
ing mothers and 
fathers could be 
assured that their 

Children on a visit to Round Hill Park, one of the many 
field trips offered through our 2017 Summer Program, 
that also included Heinz Field, the Pittsburgh Zoo and 
South Park Playhouse. 

little ones would be safe. As our Community began to share 
this dream, Sister was elected to serve on our leadership team 
in 1980, and Providence provided what was needed to confi-
dently, joyfully, go forward to extend our outreach to include 
a child day care center.  

The Franciscan Child Day Care Center opened its doors to 
children and families in 1982, with Sister Marietta first serv-
ing as the ministry’s coordinator, then director until 1996. Un-
der Sister’s tutelage, the Center grew from serving 13 children 
in its original space to a full-fledged day care offering infant, 
toddler and pre-school programs in the former St. Francis 
Academy building.  

 “Through word of mouth, we were soon booming and 
adding more space,” she said, ‘It created a real family spirit as 
people pitched in and worked hard to make things happen.” 

 A member of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence 
of God for 63 years, Sister Marietta passed away in 2009 at 
the age of 83. She spent many years ministering to children at 
a number of elementary schools, most notably St. Gabriel of 
the Sorrowful Virgin School, where she was one of the origi-
nal trio of Sisters at the school when it opened. She taught 
there for 8 years, ending in 1958, and later served as principal 
from 1971 to 1980. After retiring from full-time ministry, she 
returned to her beloved St. Gabe’s in 1998 where she did sec-
retarial work in the Religious Education Office and served as 
Administrative Assistant at the rectory. She was also respon-
sible for the formation of the St. Gabriel Alumni Association.

Over the years, Sister Marietta has often been recognized 
by grateful families and caregivers, including a permanent 
spot for her photo at the Center’s entrance and dedication of 
the playground. For the Center’s 15th anniversary in 1996, a 
sculpture of the Holy Family was donated in honor of Sister 
Marietta’s family and installed at the Center's entrance. 

“The minute I laid eyes on the sculpture, I just knew it had 
to be at the day care,” said Sister Marietta. “It symbolizes the 
strength, love and peace that all families need.” 

On the 35th anniversary of the Franciscan Child Day Care 
Center, we once again honor Sister Marietta, a pioneer in rec-
ognizing the need for quality day care in Pittsburgh’s South 
Hills.  

Continued on page 10
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Sharing our Journey

 Associate Connection

Associates Value Spirituality and Friendship 

While visiting family in Florida, Sister Bar-
bara Zilch was blessed to connect with 
Sylvia Solano, one of our out-of-town As-

sociates. A long-standing member of our Associate 
Program, Sylvia supports our mission as a  Prayer As-
sociate. They had an enjoyable visit catching up on 
Associate and Sister news, as well as what has been 
happening in their lives.  

We have eight Prayer Associates with whom we 
keep in regular contact and share materials that our 
active Associates use for their gatherings, shared 
study, prayer and private reflection.  This fall, begin-
ning on October 18, our Sisters and Associates will 
share in the study of Ilia Delio’s book, Franciscan 
Prayer.

Carol Stasik says that her life has been enriched and 
her spiritual life has been nurtured. For Kathy An-
toniazzi, it’s been the opportunity to develop deep-

er relationships with the Sisters and fellow members. Au-
drey Patterson has especially enjoyed the chance to study, 
discuss and reflect upon topics and to share insights with 
the Sisters.
  What do these women have in common? All are Associ-
ates of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God.
   Associates are non-vowed Christian lay persons who de-
sire to further develop their spiritual lives according to the 
vision and teaching of St. Francis of Assisi and to further 
seek a deeper relationship with God through a formal af-
filiation with our congregation.
    Bethel Park native Kathy Antoniazzi first met the Sisters 
as a student at St. Valentine’s School, then again during 
her four years at St. Francis Academy. In joining the Asso-

involved, whereupon she was invited to become an Asso-
ciate. Commenting on how being a member has helped in 
her personal life, she describes how she now “tries to live 
a simpler life – more focused on acts of charity.”
   Margo Fittipaldo was first introduced to the Associate 
program while attending a retreat and happened to sit next 
to an Associate. For her, “spiritual growth, group dialogue 
and an association with the Sisters” have been the most 
enjoyable aspects of belonging. Being an Associate, says 
Margo, “helped me become a more peaceful person and 
has increased my depth of compassion, forgiveness and 
understanding of others.”
   Associate membership is open to all practicing Chris-
tians who desire to share in the spirituality and the minis-
try of the Sisters. Being an Associate means participating 
in the formative experiences and spirituality of our Fran-
ciscan congregation. Members are enriched by the many 
aspects of community life and share their gifts through 
work, prayer and social experiences with the Sisters as 
well as with other Associates.
   Carol Stasik values the friendships she has with the Sis-
ters and other Associates and the opportunities to pray, 
share faith and learn together during Associate activities. 
Born and raised in Pittsburgh, she was a teacher for 35 
years and a former recipient of the Pittsburgh Diocese’s 
Golden Apple Award for teaching excellence.
   An Associate for four years, Carol was first introduced to 
the program by fellow member, Audrey Patterson. When 
asked what was the chief influence in making her decision 
to join, she talks about “the closeness and caring of both 
the Sisters and fellow Associates. I felt I could ‘breathe’ in 
my own spirituality and be who I am with them.”

St. Francis Associates pictured (L to R) are Sister Barbara Zilch (mod-
erator), Mary Ann Garfold, Janet Maddock, Joan Ammon, Michaele 
Fisher, Mary Ann Julkowski, Carolyn Davison, Audrey Patterson, 
Carol Stasik, Pat Enscoe, Rosemary Byrd and Kathy Antoniazzi. 

ciates, she says, “I needed to keep a connection going with the women who played a part in my early faith development.” 
She tells us that after graduating, she began to attend events that the congregation sponsored and slowly became more 
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   After retiring as an RN, long-time Associate Rosemary 
Byrd worked at the motherhouse taking care of the more 
senior Sisters. She says that being an Associate is “some-
thing I do for me!” She also describes how she simply 
enjoys being with other Associates. “I find myself laugh-
ing a lot.” As for what she has learned about Franciscan 
spirituality, she feels “it’s about developing a closer walk 
with Jesus.” 
   An Associate for over 20 years, Johannah Jones has 
always loved the annual commitment ceremony. “It has 
humbled me to tears.” First attracted to the Sisters at a 
retreat at our former Franciscan Spirit and Life Center, 
she often walked the motherhouse grounds and was once 
invited into conversation by one of the Sisters. “The seed 
was planted,” she says. “Shared prayer, time with fellow 
Associates, an invitation to grow both personally and spir-
itually and a deep sense of enhanced experiences” have all 
highlighted her time as an Associate.
   In imitation of Saints Francis and Clare, Associates en-
deavor to follow Christ and spread the good news by living the Gospel in their daily lives. They are ceremonially re-
ceived and express a non-vowed commitment. Our Associates  participate in congregational events and receive regular 
communications. Thus, they have the opportunity to share actively in the mission and Charism of the congregation, and 
to deepen their own spiritual lives. They also share in the Sisters'  ministry as prayer partners and volunteers, as well as 
engaging in outreach and service to others. 
   A Pittsburgh native, Audrey Patterson first came into contact with the Sisters when she began working at the Mother-
house in 2002. “I was quite impressed with the Sisters whom I met during my time there.” As an Associate, Audrey has 
been an enthusiastic participant and readily volunteers to help with activities. “So many wonderful women have graced 
my life,” she says. “My wish is to continue sharing with others the gifts I have received from the Sisters as an active 
Associate.”
   Associate Joan Ammon, also a native Pittsburgher, was first drawn to the Sisters through her daughter who attended St. 
Francis Academy. She finds that her relationships with fellow Associates have affected her attitude “in a more Christian 
and open-minded way. Most have an enthusiasm and a light-hearted attitude. We pray and laugh in spite of tribulations.” 
   Joan also points to the group’s discussion of Laudato Si - Pope Francis’ encyclical on the importance of caring for our 
environment - as an affirmation of her belief in the need to protect the earth for future generations.

Join Us
   If you feel called to support and be supported in prayer, to be a part of a faith sharing group, and to engage in ministry 
and service to others, perhaps you are being called to be an Associate of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of 
God. If you are interested, please contact Sister Barbara Zilch at 412-559-7502 or info@osfprov.org

Sister J. Lora Dambroski, OSF       
412-559-1866 or sjldambroski@osfprov.org

Sister Althea Anne Spencer, OSF    
412-708-3470 or saaspencer@osfprov.org

Through Spiritual Direction, Sisters accompany persons on a spiritual journey, helping them to reverence their 
sacred story. The purpose of direction emphasizes growing closer to God. It is not psychotherapy, counseling 

or life planning. Spiritual Direction is specific to your spiritual journey and encourages you to explore the move-
ment of God within your life.

Our Spiritual Directors are also experienced in group facilitation, and are available to facilitate group 
meetings or retreats.

Are You Seeking Spiritual Direction?

Margo Fittipaldo, Joan Ammon, Audrey Patterson and Carol Stasik 
are regular mailing volunteers, having stuffed many Autumn Gala 
invitations, sponsor letters and Christmas cards over the past several 
years. (Note: Kathy Antoniazzi and Johannah Jones joined us for this 
year's Gala mailing efforts, but we regretfully did not take a photo.)
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Building Bridges
by Sister Elise Mora, OSF

Where are they all coming from?” It’s a question 
I often hear concerning Latinos in the United 
States. Sometimes it’s followed by: “Why 

don’t they just get in line and come in legally?” These 
questions reflect some unfamiliarity with the history of 
the Americas, as well as a lack of understanding of the 
current immigration policies of the United States. Though 
difficult to address in this brief space, I hope to examine 
the first question, so as to facilitate a better understanding 
of our brothers and sisters.  The second question will be 
addressed in the next issue of the Whitehall Franciscan.  

It is worth mentioning, at the outset, that the majority 
of Latinos in the United States are, in fact, U.S. citizens, 
persons of Spanish-Mexican descent, and have been in 
North America for over 500 years.  In short, the answer 
to the question “Where are they all coming from?” is that 
most are descendants of those who were already here –long 
before the Mexican-American War (1846-1848), in which 
the United States took half of their country and, conse-
quently, inherited the people who inhabited that land. The 
people did not cross the border. The border crossed them.  

From the very beginning, America has been a land of 
immigrants.  Native Americans are believed to have emigrated from Asia to North America across a land bridge at a 
time when lower ocean levels exposed a wide stretch of the sea floor at what is now the Bering Strait. Over eons of 
time, North, Central and South America became populated with indigenous people. These people, eventually, formed 
tribes and alliances. Many of their names are familiar to us: Apache, Zuni, Comanche, Navajo, Sioux, Seneca, and far 
too many others to mention here. You are, of course, already familiar with the Aztecs and the Mayas, two of the greatest, 
most advanced, indigenous civilizations in Mexico, and with the Incas of South America.

In the 16th century, Spain and Portugal led the exploration and conquest of Central and South America. The Golden 
Age that followed was an era of unprecedented riches for Spain, and its language went global, as most of the Americas 
- including much of what is now the United States - became Spanish-speaking lands. Several Caribbean Island countries 
also belonged to Spain.

The English objective was to “conquer and separate.” By contrast, the Spanish objective was to “conquer and in-
tegrate.”  This resulted in intermarriage between Spanish and indigenous cultures throughout the Americas, and the 
Spanish language flourished. Much of Spanish-speaking North America was annexed by the United States after the 
Mexican-American War, including what is now California, New Mexico, Nevada, Colorado, Arizona, and Utah.  Texas 
had broken away from Mexico prior to these events. 

Spanish has become the second most spoken language on the planet. It is an official language in 21 countries and is 
a “de facto” language in others, including the United States, where it is spoken by an estimated 57 million citizens and 
legal residents, as well as about 11 million undocumented people.  The United States has more Spanish-speaking people 
than Spain. Only Mexico has more than the United States. It is estimated that by 2050 the United States will be the larg-
est Spanish-speaking country in the world.

While more than 64% of Spanish-speaking people in the United States are of Mexican descent, not all are. As a result 
of the Spanish American War of 1898, the United States acquired Puerto Rico. So, every Puerto Rican in this country is 
a U.S. citizen.  In 1980 more than 125,000 Cubans left Cuba via the Mariel boatlift and were welcomed into the United 
States by President Jimmy Carter. Some had come earlier. They and their descendants are legal residents of the United 
States.  Others have come from various Central American countries, fleeing violence and poverty. In recent months, 
Venezuelans fleeing the current political chaos in their country have come as well.                               

 Most of those millions of citizens who speak Spanish in the United States are bilingual.  You hear some of them 
anchoring, reporting or gathering the news for television or radio every day. They serve in public office, run businesses, 
are doctors, teach in universities and play in major league sports. Interestingly, the U.S. Census Bureau admits that their 

Latinos in the United States of America
"

Rodeos, ranching, mustangs, cowboys and Texas long-horns are all 
hallmarks of  America's southwest. Yet, they share a  Spanish heritage, 
rooted in language, as well as an equestrian and livestock-raising cul-
ture first introduced to the continent over 500 years ago. 
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Latino count is not accurate. Many Latinos do not identify 
with the current listing of racial categories. So, the num-
bers may be higher.

There is fear and worry among some over the “Lati-
nization” of America. Some, assume that every “Latino-
looking” person is undocumented. Some are. Most are 
not. While most of the Latinos we see have distant con-
nections to Mexico or to the Southwestern United States, 
others have come from the other places mentioned, as well 
as many other Spanish-speaking countries.  Contrary to 
popular belief, undocumented Mexicans are not pouring 
over the border like Attila the Hun and his marauders! Im-
migration from Mexico has fallen off significantly. Only 
the most desperate still try to come.

The United States is, indeed, being changed dramati-
cally. Let us work together to make sure the transforma-
tion is good for everyone - regardless of race or ethnicity. 

A Sister of St. Francis of the Providence of God for 61 
years, Sister Elise Mora recently completed ten years of 
service as an adjunct professor of languages at St. Bo-
naventure University, and presently volunteers to teach 
Spanish to elementary students at St. Thomas More School 
in Bethel Park, PA.  Embracing her Franciscan calling 
to care for all creation, Sister’s ministry often focuses 
on environmental and social justice issues. In addition 
to education ministry, Sister served low income persons 
and immigrants for over a decade in the South Bronx and 
Chicago where she engaged in pastoral and social justice 
ministry which included providing assistance to persons 
with medical and legal needs. 

Join 
Our 

Mission

Going forward, we all can do at least one thing together - PRAY.  Franciscan 
prayer is contemplative, through which we seek to understand our world and 
know how God is calling us to be instruments of Peace. Join us as we learn more 

about our neighbors, the injustices experienced by Americans with heritages different 
than our own, and the current immigration process and proposed reforms. Then, continue 
to join us in prayer seeking guidance and the courage to act in accordance to God's plan.

Learn More
National Hispanic Heritage Month
www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov

US Conference of Catholic Bishops: 
Catholic Church's Position On Immigration Reform
www.usccb.org/ issues-and-act ion/human-l i fe-and-digni ty/ immigrat ion/
churchteachingonimmigrationreform.cfm

American Family: Journal of Dreams (PBS)
What It Means to Be Latino by Dr. Clara E. Rodríguez
www.pbs.org/americanfamily/latino3.html

Latino or Hispanic Ancestry in the USA
(self-reported ethnicity, not country of birth)

In the 2010 US Census, 50,477,594 persons identified themselves as 
having Latino or Hispanic ancestry with 63% Mexican, 9% Puerto Ri-
can, 4% Cuban and 3% Dominican, 8% Central American (Costa Ri-
can, Guatemalan, Honduran, Nicaraguan, Panamanian, Salvadorian) 
5% South American (Argentinean, Bolivian, Chilean, Columbian, Ec-
uadorian, Paraguayan, Peruvian, Uruguayan, Venezuelan), 1% Span-
iard and 7% Other Hispanic or Latino heritage.  Over 65% of Latinos 
living in the United States were born in the country. 

Source: United States Census Bureau: "The Hispanic Population 2010 Census 
Brief: Table 1. "Hispanic or Latino Origin Population by Type: 2000 and 2010
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Emphasizing ongoing communications and continuing 
dialogue between parents and caregivers, the Center began 
using the HiMama software program in September.  With 
this tool, caregivers are able to better document and share 
photos, daily activities, special moments and developmental 
milestones with parents.  Parents are able to easily access this 
information anytime and receive up-to-date reminders, as 
well as better communicate their concerns and child’s needs 
with caregivers. 

“The Sisters and Board are committed to making the Day 
Care a first-class caregiving and educational facility,” said 
Sister Janet. “Our belief in developing the full potential of 
each child will ensure the quality of services and our contin-
ued growth for the future.”

The Franciscan Child Day Care Center is celebrating its 35th anniversary the week of September 18, 2017 with vari-
ous activities for children, families, and caregivers -  including a 35th anniversary T-shirt day, a puppet show, and 
age-appropriate craft projects.  More activities will also be planned throughout the school year. For more information, 
please visit franciscanchilddaycare.org 

Come Grow with Us!
Full and part time care plans are available.

Childcare is in our Hearts and Children are the Heart of our Center!
The Franciscan Child Day Care Center has provided a child-centered environment for 35 years.  Our secure center 
in Pittsburgh’s South Hills is a Keystone STARStm facility. We care for infants, toddlers and preschoolers, as well as 
provide care for school age children in our Before and After Care Program and Summer Program. 

United Way Code:  3485

www.franciscanchilddaycare.org  
     fcdcc@osfprov.org 412-882-5085 

35 Years and Growing (continued from page 5)

Thank 
you!

The Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God are grateful to all who have contributed 
to the success of the Franciscan Child Day Care Center, and all who continue to support 

us through your generosity, service, prayers and other efforts.   
In addition to honoring Sister Marietta, we would also like to extend a special thank 

you to all our directors - past and present - who helped our center grow and thrive:  Carol 
Unrue, Sister Linda Kaman, RSM and current director, Sandra Merlo. We are grateful 
for your leadership, guidance and dedication to the children entrusted to our care.

Sister Edward Urban reads to children at the Franciscan Child 
Day Care Center. 
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Therapeutic 

Contact:  
412-885-7233  or 

saaspencer@osfprov.org

Therapeutic massage offers physical, emotional 
and spiritual benefits. Sister Althea Anne Spencer, 
OSF, is a licensed massage therapist, a member of 
the American Massage Therapy Association and 
NCBTM Board certified with over 20 years expe-
rience as a massage therapist. Through massage 
therapy, she will assist you in finding your bal-
ance of body-mind-soul. 

Sister Althea Anne’s massage 
therapy office is located at 

St. Sylvester Parish
3754 Brownsville Road
Pittsburgh, PA  15227

Donor Appreciation 
Moves Online

The names of our donors that appear in our Whitehall 
Franciscan's annual donor appreciation issue will soon 
have a new home on our website – www.osfprov.org.  

It is our hope that this change from print to digital better re-
flects the permanence of our gratitude. 

Sharing our Franciscan values, we know you care about 
how your support affects our mission.  The move of this con-
tent online gives us more space in the Whitehall Franciscan to 
focus on our ministries and outreach, as well as express grati-
tude to all our extended Franciscan family who are vital to our 
mission– including our donors, volunteers, prayer partners, 
Associates, Auxiliary, and St. Francis Academy Alumnae. 

 If you have any concerns, would like to become an anon-
ymous donor, or wish to not be listed in our online donor ap-
preciation, please contact our Development Director Robyn 
Moeller at rmoeller@osfprov.org or 412-885-7232. 

Our donors' hearts are filled with the love of our 
Provident God.  Yet, no matter the size, gifts are 
often accompanied by laments of “I wish I could 

do more!” 
What if it were possible to make a gift as big as your 

heart wished to make? A gift that truly makes an impact. 
A gift that helps ensure a level of support needed to fulfill 
our mission, to assist in the care of our elderly Sisters, and 
extend the reach of your generosity.

Strange as it may seem, a gift of such amazing 
significance can often be made at a very low cost through 
planned giving.

A bequest is the simplest kind of planned gift.  Making 
a gift from your will can be as easy as naming the Sisters 
as a beneficiary and stating what you choose to give. You 

"I Wish I Could Do More"

Massage 

may choose to remember the Sisters in your will by designating a specific dollar amount as a gift. Or, you can choose to 
leave the Sisters a percentage of your estate or the residue of your estate after you have provided for your family. Those 
who have already executed their wills can easily amend them through a simple legal device known as a “codicil.”

In making a bequest to the Sisters, you maintain complete control of the money throughout your entire life. While 
such a gift will not generate tax savings during your lifetime, a bequest to our congregation is not subject to federal or 
state estate taxes or inheritance tax. Furthermore, the value of your bequest is deductible from your taxable estate, thereby 
lowering your estate taxes.

For further information on how you can join our mission through a special gift - or other opportunity, please contact 
the Development Department at 412-885-7232 or email rmoeller@osfprov.org.

Note: This material is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal or financial advice. For such advice, 
please consult an attorney, tax professional or investment professional.
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Find Us on Facebook
facebook.com/osfprov

Stay Connected with our Sisters

Subscribe to our eNewsletter
www.osfprov.org

• Regular Updates on our Sisters and Ministries
• Opportunities to Join Sisters in Prayer and Ministry 
• Photos, Events & Spiritual Inspiration 

• Monthly Email with News and Updates
• Invitations to Special Events

Shopping Online? Remember to use Smile.Amazon.com & choose 
the "Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God" as your charity.


